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You HAVE OUR WORD ON IT.

EXPERIENCED.

All of our loan originators have many years
of experience to help find just the right loan
program for your client.

PROFESSIONAL.

From our office space to the demeanor of
our staff. We will stand for nothing less
than absolute professionalism.

RELIABLE.

We are here for you and your clients. There
is hands on involvement by our experienced
loan originators from start to finish. We
have in-house underwriting for fast

EXPERIENCED ¢ PROFESSIONAL ¢ RELIABLE approvals and smooth closings.

IT ALL ADDS UP TO SATISFACTION.

3801 CENTERPOINT DR., STE. 100+ 762-5890
www.HomeStateMtg.com
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President’s Message

By Helen Jarratt, ABR,CRS
2011 AAR President
RE/MAX Properties, Inc.

e are now in the fourth quarter of 2011.
Where has the year gone? | hope your
year has been as you hoped for.

I am just returning from the NAR Con-
vention in Anaheim. What a packed 4 1/2 days,
so much information to absorb. First, I’d like to
say CONGRATULATIONS to PeggyAnn McCo-
nnochie for being recognized as the 80th Recipi-
ent of the Distinguished Service Award. When
you see PeggyAnn, stop and congratulate her.
Also I’d like to congratulate The Alaska Asso-
ciation of REALTORS for receiving the RPAC
Triple Crown Award. Only four states received
this prestigious award. We could not have done
this without the leadership of Janice Strong and
our RPAC Chair Patty Coan. Great job!!

“RPAC - what does it do for me??? Why
should I give?” These are the two most asked
questions. On both the local and national level,
it helps support candidates that support private
property rights. We don’t care if they are Demo-
crat, Independent or Republican. We care that
they support REALTOR® issues. It allows us
access to speak with them should an issue arise
that we need their assistance. Case in point: the
149% increase in our biennial license fee. First,
I’d like to THANK all of you that participated
by sending letters, emails and phone calls to the
State Licensing Department and your local leg-
islators. We DID get their attention! We did get
a House Committee hearing and we packed the
rooms around the State. | know we do not have a
final decision as I write this, but I firmly believe
our fee will be less than what was proposed. All
of this was possible because we DO give financial

(President’s Message, continued on page 19)
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Course Catalog

Total Hours:
Genemleler:llve Haurs
5pedahy_.-'hlmdatuw Hours:

License Renewal Period:

iz‘rears

i #Total Elective  Mandatorny | ° e
Course Name : Price
Hours Hours Hours

200 fhaka EpcHVRS Sl Eackae = 2|
Cracking the Code of Ethics 3|
Foreclosures Demystified E 3 | )| | sm.
Going Green: The Environmental Movement in Real Estate 3 3| ol | %529.00
Keeping it Honest: Understanding Real Estate and Mortgage Fraud | 3 3| 0l $29.00
Real Estate Technology: The Professional's Guide to Success 3 | |
Roadmap to Success - Business Planning for Real Estate Professionals | 3
Short Sale and Foreclosure Risk Management |

Today's MLS: New Paradigms, Better Results
Uncle Sam has Homes for Sale: Listing and Selling HUD Homes
ETotal Elective . h’1..-1l'|rJdr.L'lr‘,'. Suggested |

Package
e Hours HoLrs Howurs Retail Price

12 hr. Alaska Electives Only Package 12
Cracking the Code of Ethics | 3 3 ol Included'
Going Green: The Environmental Movement in Real Estate | 3| 3 0 |included!
Short Sale and Foreclosure Risk Management 3 Included!
Today's MLS: New Paradigms, Better Results 3 [Included!

nelevance.
whatever works for you works actually want to learn about.
for us.

visit: http://alaskarealtors.theceshop.com
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Real Estate Commission Report

Submitted By Sharon Walsh
Executive Administrator
Alaska Real Estate Commission

Update on the Proposed Fee Increase

ell, it’s been a tumultuous time around
the Real Estate Commission and still
as of this writing we have not heard

from the Director for the Division, Don Habeger,
as to whether or not he will increase the real es-
tate license fee for this next renewal cycle and if
he does, to what extent. Will it be the proposed
maximum of $685 or within the realm of what
the Commission suggested at their September 7th
meeting of $355 to $385?

Once a renewal fee is determined all li-
censees will receive a postcard in the mail with
instructions to renew their license. Therefore,
please make sure the Commission has your most
current mailing information. You can go online
to the REC web site and review what is listed as
your current mailing address. If you need to make
changes, you may email or fax the REC your cur-
rent information so that it can be updated before
you renew.

The renewal period this year will only be
open for 30 days. It will begin January 1 and end
January 31. However, don’t wait until the last
moment to renew! It has happened before
and can happen again, where the system
crashed and there were victims, those who
weren’t able to renew before the deadline.
If you have completed your 20 hours of
CE, don’t hesitate to renew online. If you
are unable to renew online because you are
required to provide your CE certificate(s),
then send those in immediately for process-
ing. Hardcopy renewals can be more cum-
bersome and require more time to process
than online renewals. However, we do our

1996, 1997, 1998,2000,2001, 2002, 2003,
* 2004, 2005, 2006,2007 & 2008 Top Producer

best to renew your license and have it out to your
broker in a timely manner.

Be aware of some changes before
you renew your license

Do you plan to “inactivate your license”?
You will need to complete the “Application to
Change License Status”, and pay the $50 fee to
“inactivate”. If you are doing this at the same
time you are renewing your license, you will also
need to pay the renewal fee so you can “renew
inactive”. When you renew inactive you do not
have to pay the Recovery Fund fee until you reac-
tivate. If you don’t renew your license in an active
or inactive status by January 31, 2012, then you
run the risk of incurring additional fees when you
want to reinstate and/or reactivate your license.
What is different? Licensees, who have allowed
their license to lapse due to non-renewal or non-
compliance of PLE but still want to practice, will
have to pay a $250 Reinstatement Fee, which be-
came effective September 17, 2011. This means,
if you want to reinstate or reactivate your license
that is in a lapsed status, you will be required to
pay the licensing fee, recovery fee, reactivation
fee (if inactive) and the reinstatement fee.

If you have any questions about this pro-
cess or need additional information about this re-
newal please, contact the staff at the Commission.
We wish you all Happy Holidays!! [{

by d RE/MAX Associates %
e of Fairbanks
#1 Listing & Selling Realtor

call Gene & his team. *
I
Referrals welcome! *
Residential « Land « Commercial
Buyer & Seller Representation *

Gene DuVal Real Estate, Inc. ¥
RE/MAX Associates of Fairbanks *

529 5th Avenue, Suite 200, Fairbanks AK 99701 *|
*|

%
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(907) 452-4363
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National Director’s Report

“NAR Conference & Expo in Anaheim, CA.”

Submitted By
PeggyAnn McConnochie
NAR Director
ACH Consulting, Juneau

unny skies, warm weather (at least for
SAIaskans) stayed with us for the most part

throughout our meetings in Anaheim. Once
again for Smartphone users, Boopsie had a great
free app to help attendees of this conference know
what to attend and where to go. | highly recom-
mend you get the app when you attend either the
May or the November meetings. It helps to keep
me organized even when venues change.

The opening meeting, which is called 49
Y minutes (bowing to the fact that leadership
wants to be out of there in an hour), was fairly
light. Other than NAR’s pitch to insure that we all
need to respond to Calls for Action, there was not
much substance to this meeting. Typically this is
where you will hear what the major issues will be
during the conference.

At the General Session where we con-
gratulated our 2011 REALTORS® of the Year
(yea, Janice Strong — we are so proud of you!),
we were treated to a thought-provoking presenta-
tion by the former CEO of Disneyland, Michael
Eisner. Personally | think that his presentation
was one of the best | have heard in all my years of
attending these meetings. (In fact, I am going to
purchase his new book, “Working Together: Why
Great Partnerships Succeed.”) We also had to take
out our tissues at the presentation of NAR’s Good
Neighbor Awards. For the past 12 years the Good
Neighbor Awards program has recognized Real-
tors® who are devoted to strengthening commu-
nities through volunteer work and helping those
in need. The five individuals named as this year’s
REALTOR® Magazine Good Neighbor Award
winners are truly leading examples of how Re-
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altors® value service and are committed to im-
proving communities. Their stories touched our
hearts. It was amazing to be in the audience for
the presentations.

I am not sure if the trade show is getting
bigger or just the individual displays inside the
trade show are getting bigger. Consolidation of
vendors certainly seemed in evidence even though
I wore out my feet going up and down the never-
ending aisles. When | eventually found the NAR
REALTOR® booth, I spoke to a staff person, and
according to that person the number of vendors
has indeed decreased as has the attendance at this
meeting.

Enough of the fluff. Although a fairly qui-
et annual conference, some interesting items did
crop up in the Board of Directors meeting. | will
list them below in no particular order.

* The NAR Appraisal Committee is being recon-
stituted to be a broader based “real property valu-
ation committee” and will be comprised of ap-
praisers, brokers, and members who understand
appraisal issues. They will evaluate, monitor and
analyze trends as they relate to real property valu-
ation. It is NAR’s intention to be a leader and as
the only organization properly positioned, NAR
wants to be the advocate for accurate, credible
and independently developed valuations of real
property. This action comes after a “valuation
summit” NAR held in February. NAR also is es-
tablishing a work group to further study the Valu-
ation Summit’s recommendation for *“valuation
principles.”

* NAR is projecting a budgeted membership
number of 1,010,000 for 2012. This is a figure
from research done by Lawrence Yun, NAR Chief
Economist.

» Professional Standards made several recom-
mendations for changes, which were accepted.
The changes to the model association by laws

(Director’s Report, continue on page 7)



(Director’s Report, continued from page 6)
gives associations discretionary authority to ob-

ligate their members to mediate otherwise arbi-
trable disputes.

* The MLS policy statement 7.58 IDX Policies
was rescinded — this takes back the action taken
last year to authorize the display of IDX infor-
mation by franchise organizations. In addition to
this action 7.75 Reporting Sales changed, as did
reporting sales. These last two amend the exist-
ing statement of MLS Policy and the implement-
ing model of MLS rules creating a policy basis
for MLSs to require reporting of sale prices by
participants. Alaska does not have many board-
owned MLSs; however all MLS organizations
should take a look at these changes and consider
if they may also want to make similar changes.
Perhaps the most interesting of the changes in-
cludes a statement that MLSs, at their local dis-
cretion, may require participants to disclose if a
listed property is a foreclosure, bank-owned, or
real estate owned (REO).

* The Issues Mobilization Committee funded Or-
egon to the tune of $332,140 for the next phase of

their efforts to pass a congressional ballot mea-
sure in 2012 to permanently prohibit real estate
transfer taxes in Oregon. This is the final phase of
their two phase program to get this on the ballot
and passed.

One more item from the Board of Direc-
tors Meeting: | am proud to tell you that | was
awarded with the 80th Distinguished Service
Award (DSA). Adorna Carroll was awarded the
79th at this meeting.

NAR established the DSA in 1979 to honor
Realtors® who have made outstanding contribu-
tions to the real estate industry and are recognized
as leaders in their local communities. The award
is considered the highest honor an NAR member
can receive recipients must be active at the local,
state and national association levels but must not
have served as NAR president.

I am extremely honored to accept the Dis-
tinguished Service Award. | have always believed
(Director’s Report, continue on page 11)

FREE HomeChoice™ SEMINAR

HELP YOUR CLIENTS MAKE THE RIGHT
CHOICE WHEN BUYING A HOME.

Our statewide HomeChoice™ seminars educate Alaskans on the process,

programs, lenders, REALTORS®, budgets and terminology.

HomeChoice™ seminars help potential buyers assess their goals and
needs. Whether they are buying their first home, their tenth, or simply
refinancing, attending a HomeChoice™ seminar helps them be sure they
are making the right choice.

HomeChoicem seminars are offered throughout Alaska and we are coming
to your area soon. Pre-registration is required. Visit www.ahfc.us/workshops

for statewide seminar schedules or email: register@ahfc.us

Alask/a/'\\

Housin“

Housing ﬁfr Alaskans.

Toll Free 1-800-459-2921 | 907-330-8437

FINANCE CORPORATION

| register@ahfc.us

| www.ahfc.us
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Meet face to face with an

Alaska USA Mortgage Originator.

Mac Carandang

Sr. Mortgage Loan Originator
Mortgage License #AK203501 Sto p by th e j u n ea u
792-1201 .
m.carandang@alaskausamortgage.com Offl ce to meet

Mac, Laurie, Charly,
Laurie Gardner . .
Sr. Mortgage Loan Originator .'alme, and Ml(hael!
Mortgage License #AK204060
796-1202

Conveniently located at
8390 Airport Blvd, Suite 201 in

.gardner@alaskausamortgage.com

Charly Musielak Juneau. Open 6 days a week!

Sr. Mortgage Loan Originator )

sl Monday - Friday « 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
796-1203

Saturday - 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

cmusielak@alaskausamortgage.com

Jaime Purcell

Mortgage Loan Originator ]
Mortgage License #AK338853

523-7519

j-purcell@alaskausamortgage.com I

Michael Thomas

Sr. Mortgage Loan Originator o
Mortgage License #AK319949

Cal AlaskaUSA
mi.thomas@alaskausamortgage.com MOftgag € Com pany

www.alaskausamortgage.com

People you know. A name you can trust.

se # AK157293
1
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Association News

2012 AAR Officers
2012 Leadership Conference

The Alaska Association of REALTORS® 2012
Leadership Conference will be held Monday
- Tuesday, January 9-10, 2012 at the BP Energy
Center in Anchorage. This year’s Conference will
feature guest speaker Matt Jones. Matt Jones is
a world class professional speaker and author.
He is committed to inspiring audiences and de-
livering strategies to help organizations thrive in
the midst of adversity and excel to new heights
of performance. Matt’s story has been featured in
both international magazines and on TV shows.

The leadership conference is open to all
members. For an agenda and additional informa-
tion go to www.alaskarealtors.com.

Thank You, Brokers

The following offices have signed-up for the NAR
Broker Involvement Program.

ACH Consulting

Advantage Alaska Realty
Advantage Alaska Realty Sally Atwood
Alaska 1 Realty

Alaska Real Estate in Homer
Alaska Homes & Properties
Associated Island Brokers, Inc.
Bates & Associates Realtors

Bay Realty, Inc.

Century 21 Gold Rush

Charlene Moss Realty Inc
Coastal Realty

Coldwell Banker Best Properties
Coldwell Banker Gold Country
Coldwell Banker Race Realty
Crown Real Estate AK Inc.
Double Eagle Real Estate & Investments, Ltd.
Dynamic Properties

EMC Realty Inc.

EXIT Realty of Juneau
Fairbanks First Realty

Five Star Realty LLC

Freedom Realty

Heartland Realty

Homer Real Estate Associates

Homer Seaside Properties

Hursh & Associates

Joyce Spencer Realty

KDM Realty

Keller Williams Realty Alaska Group - Anchorage
Keller Williams Realty Alaska Group - Wasilla
Keller Williams - The Kristan Cole Team
Lee Realty

LookwithLori, Inc.

Madden Real Estate, LLC

McKinley View Real Estate Inc.
Monica Dallas Realty

MVI Realty

Northern Trust Real Estate

Powell Realty, Inc

Preferred Realty & Management
Prudential Jack White Vista Real Estate
Prudential Southeast Alaska Real Estate
RE/MAX Associates Fairbanks
RE/MAX Dynamic of the Valley
RE/MAX of Eagle River, Inc.

RE/MAX of Juneau

RE/MAX of Wasilla

RE/MAX Properties, Inc.

Real Estate Brokers of Alaska

Redoubt Realty

Soldotna Realty Inc.

Somers & Associates, Inc.

Stepovich Realty

Story Real Estate

Strong Appraisals Inc

Taku Real Estate

The Alderfer Group

THRHA Realty GroupWavefront Realty
Zak Realty

If you have not signed up for the Broker Involve-
ment Program, please consider doing so. The BIP
is designed to give the principal broker a quick
tool to enlist their licensees to alert Congress on
issues of great concern to REALTORS® and our
business interests. In just two clicks you can ex-
press your opinion with a prepared personal let-
ter. To make it easy, the emails from the broker
to the licensees are automated. Sign up for the
program at www.RealtorActionCenter.com. [E
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2011 RPAC Results

Submitted By Paddy Coan
AAR RPAC Trustee Chair
Prudential Jack White Vista RE
Wasilla

Congratulations to all who helped make
2011 a success. The year 2011 was a great
year for RPAC with the help of all areas
of the State and our Trustees; Michael Droege,
Anchorage; Denny Wood, Anchorage; Art Clark,
Anchorage; Uli Johnson,Valley; Ruth Blackwell,
Southeast; Glenda Feeken, Kenai; Debra Leisek,
Kachemak; Joni Schneider, Fairbanks and Janice

Strong, Valley; who is our National Major Donor
Council Member for Alaska.

The Trustees goals for 2011 were to in-
crease the number of participants donating their
fair share goal to RPAC ($20 from each member)
as well as increasing the number of Major Donors
(a member that contributes $1000 or more during
the year). These were lofty goals but we achieved
them. Our participation rate was 53% whereas the
national participation rate was 27%. The num-
ber of Major Donors was 19 in 2010 and 41 in
2011 which was a whopping 216% increase.

This was an incredible achievement and | want to
tell you how we did it. At the Leadership Summit
we challenged our members to think about what
they get from their membership in Realtors. With
the help of Janice Strong and Michael Droege, we
made a presentation that went through our Realtor
Benefits. The participants got it and got it good!

We added an incentive and a payment plan
which | think benefited everyone. The incentive
was a drawing for an IPAD 2 which was won by
Glenda Feeken. The payment plan was a winner
because we took an initial investment of $300
and then the donors had the opportunity to plan to
purchase items at RPAC auctions throughout the
State or to budget their money. All money had to
be collected by September 30th. We found out that
many more people could become Major Donors
with this plan in place. This will be a program that
Is ongoing and | ask each of you to think about
becoming a Major Donor.

A few other facts that | want to share with
you: the National Goal results show we were at
121% and the Alaska Goal on a National level
show we were at 421%. Alaska has always done

(RPAC, continue on page 11)

2011 RPAC Score Card

Board Members 2011 Goals 2011 Percentage | # Member Member
(12/21/2010) | ($20 Member) | YTD Totals | of Goal | Contributions | Participation
Anchorage 762 515,420 528,523 185% 314 41%
Fairbanks 181 $3,620 $12,355 341% 82 45%
Kachemak 62 51,240 $2,629 212% 52 B4%
Kenai 57 51,140 58,652 759% 57 100%
Kodiak 12 $240 $1.435 598% 8 67%
Southeast B9 $1,780 58,820 496% 78 88%
Valley 198 $3,960 520,000 505% 124 63%
Totals 1361 $27,400 $82,414 301% 715 53%
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(RPAC, continued from page 10)

a great job in this arena as we have the good for-
tune of knowing our Legislators on a more per-
sonal level. We understand the impact that we can
have on the political process and we are the stron-
gest political action group in Alaska.

I do want to also point out that Alaska won
the RPAC Triple Crown Award again for 2011.

Our group has been very effective and we
want to continue to spend your hard earned dol-
lars to support the candidates for political office
— our future decision makers. RPAC donations are
the singular way we can interact in that arena. Our
group interviews candidates throughout the State,
attend forums, study the issues and make recom-
mendations to those parties that make or change
laws that affect our careers. We will continue to
find ways to enhance your business through posi-
tive means. Please continue to support our cause
with your RPAC dollars. [H

(Director’s Report, continued from page 7)

in the principle of service above self (a Rotary
principle), which is a value | believe all Real-
tors® strive to live by. I’m so proud to be a part
of a profession and organization that helps build
strong communities and works toward improving
people’s quality of life through the right to own
and use real property. I am also so proud to have
helped my community and my state in a variety of
volunteer positions.

I would not have been able to contribute
to the extent that | did if not for all the help of the
Southeast Board and the Alaska Association of
REALTORS®. Thanks to each and every one of
you — too many to name, but you know who you
are...thank you from the bottom of my heart!

You do these things not for the notoriety,
but because you believe that you as an individual
can make a difference in the lives of others. [E

PACIFIC NORTHWEST TITLE OF ALASKA
3201 C Street, Suite 110

Anchorage, Alaska 99503
561-5122 FAX261-2202
www.aktitle.com

FAIRBANKS TITLE AGENCY
714 Third Avenue
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
456-6626 FAX 452-5406
www.fairbanksitle.com

Southcentra

SERVING YOUR STATEWIDE TITLE & ESCROW NEEDS

December 2011 -
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2011 Alaska RPAC Contributors

Janice Strong Eva Loken Bob Baer Melissa Bidwell Ruth Blackwell Terry Bryan Elise Buchholz
Golden“R" Sterling“R” Sterling “R" Sterling“R” Sterling “R" Sterling“R" Sterling“R”
Presidents Circle  President’s Circle $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
$5,000 - Valley Eagle River Anchorage Fairbanks Valley Anchorage Valley

=
L4

Art Clark Paddy Coan Brad Cole Kevin Cross Ryan Danhauser Michael Droege Sandy
Sterling “R” Sterling“R” Sterling “R" Sterling“R" Sterling“R” Sterling “R” Eherenman
$1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 Sterling “R”

Anchorage Valley Valley Anchorage Fairbanks Anchorage $1,000

) -

k.

™)

Debbie Erickson Glenda Feeken Roger Kelly Griebel Helen Jarratt Peter Jarratt Uli Johnson

Sterling “R” Sterling “R” Floerchinger Sterling “R” Sterling “R” Sterling “R” Sterling “R”
$1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
Valley Kenai Fairbanks Kenai Anchorage Anchorage Valley

Dave Keating Mark Korting Debra Leisek Lonnie Logan Naomi Louvier Wes Madden Larry Maulden
Sterling“R” Sterling“R” Sterling “R” Sterling “R” Sterling “R” Sterling “R” Sterling “R”
$1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
Kenai Anchorage Homer Anchorage Anchorage Fairbanks Valley

PeggyAnn Don McKenzie Deb Moore Debbie Murphy Misti Neville D'Ette Owen LaVerne Pettigen

McConnochie Sterling “R” Sterling “R” Sterling“R” Sterling “R” Sterling “R” Sterling “R”
$1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
Juneau Anchorage Kenai Valley Juneau Anchorage Anchorage

- g & W
Krystal Rogers Mimi Rothchild Joni Schneider Dave Somers Angie Tallant Denny Wood
Sterling “R” Sterling“R" Sterling “R” Sterling “R” Sterling “R” Sterling “R”
$1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
Valley Juneau Fairbanks Fairbanks Fairbanks Anchorage
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Anchorage

$500
Kay DuBois

$250

Julie Erickson
Laura Hamilton
Todd Held

Dan Lee

$99

Barbara Bowden
Dwight Bowden
Shari Boyd
Raney Hardman
Barb Huntley
Larry Imm

Greg Lancaster
Peggy Looney
Avalon Rachelle
Judy Rosenberg
Kassandra Taggart

Fairbanks

$99

Sally Atwood
Whitney Boese
Debbie Coben
Paul Coben

JeO Cook

Eileen Cummings
Gene Duval
Gerrie Dully
Audrey Foldoe
Amy Krier

Zeb Mabie
Grace Minder
Ginger Orem
Jaquie Rosenthal
Scott Rosenthal
Chris Sadler
Elizabeth Schok

Joyce Spencer
Joan Stepovich
Lisa Supino
Christine Timm
Mike VanSickle
Bill Vivlamore

Kachemak

$99

Dorothy
Cunningham
Diane Melton
Angie Newby
Kathy Westerburg

Kenai

$250
Les Crane
Mary Kay Grenier

$99

Susan Anderson
Dale Bagley
Debbie Bagley
Sam Barnes
Fred Braun
Karen Carson
Peggy Clements
Valerie Flake
Rhonda Harvey
Febra Hensley
Bill Hutchison
Anna Johns

Kim McDonald
Don McKay
Linda McLane
Annette Pankowski
Marti Pepper
Marty Rasvansky
Jennifer Sather
Martha Smith

Joe Soares

Christy Weber

Mark White

Michael Winegarden

Kodiak

$250
Grant Shields

$99

Bob Brodie
Donna Hurley
Keri Kaune
Paula Laird
Sheila Roberts

Southeast

$250

Gwen Place
Vicky Perry
Carol Winton

$99

Honey Bee
Anderson
JoAnn Birt
Holly Cerne
Duane Gates
Suzan Fitzgerald
Marty Lentz
Audra Peterson
Julie Moe
Debbie White

December 2011

Valley

$500
Jesse Tanner

$250

Anne Curtis
Nancy Lamson
Linda Lincoln
Debbie Mihelich
Karen McMaster

$99

Traci Barickman
Ryan Berry

Carl Brent

Cora Carleson
Kevin Crozier
Annie Davenport
Kirsten Forbess
Gary Gearhart
Patty Gebauer
DeAnn Gleason
Kelly Harris
Dawn Houston
Colleen Huston
Russell Joyce
Jean Kay

Jane Larson
Mark Lee

Kibe Lucas
Duane Mathes
Sandra McMillian
Sherri Mulhaney
Fitzy O’Hare
Mike Rogers
Lizabeth Spikes
Holly Stinson
Kristi Tanner
Devon Thomas
Ethan Williams
Lucinda Ziegler
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Freddie Mac Amends Short Sale Policy

During the recent Risk Management Committee
meeting the Committee engaged in an important dis-
cussion of the issues associated with various short
sale affidavits developed by firms servicing Freddie
Mac loans. These affidavits, based upon a policy
implemented by Freddie Mac in October, had the po-
tential to impose serious and unwarranted liability
on brokers forced to sign the affidavit in order to
close on the transaction. NAR, together with ALTA,
requested Freddie Mac modify the policy to treat ev-
eryone involved in the transaction more fairly while
still allowing Freddie Mac to protect itself against
fraud in the transaction. On Friday Freddie Mac
announced a change in its position on the affidavits
which substantially addresses all of NAR’s concerns
with the affidavits. Below is an announcement from
NAR regarding the changes and summarizing their
effect. You should feel free to share this announce-
ment with your state and local associations and other
members involved in short sale transactions.

NAR Risk Management committee staff

n November 18, 2011, at the request of
O NAR and the American Land Title Asso-

ciation (ALTA), Freddie Mac amended
its policy regarding its mandatory short sale affi-
davits. The purpose of the affidavit is to prevent
fraud by requiring the buyer, the seller, the real
estate broker, the es-
crow/closing agent, and
any transaction facilita-
tor to make various cer-
tifications (including that
the short sale is an arm’s
length transaction and
the buyer will not resell
within 120 days unless
there are substantial im-
provements).  Servicers
are required to implement
the changes by January
1, 2012, but are encour-
aged to do so immediate-
ly. Each servicer covered
by the policy must update
its forms to comply with

the revised policy. NAR
14 Alaska REALTOR® - December 2011

members are encouraged to make sure they are
signing an updated form and, if presented with an
old form, are well-advised to request the servicer
to update or allow amendments to the form before
they sign, to avoid potential liability issues.

Here are the key changes
 The certification is made based on “the best of
each signatory’s knowledge and belief.” Freddie
has retained the statement that a signatory mak-
ing “a negligent or intentional misrepresentation”
agrees to indemnify the servicer and Freddie Mac
for losses. The addition of the knowledge stan-
dard significantly reduces this liability.

» Only a signatory who makes a negligent or in-
tentional misrepresentation, based on the best of
his or her knowledge and belief, is responsible for
indemnifying the servicer and Freddie Mac for
any loss. No signatory is responsible for the cer-
tification of any other signatory.

 Although Freddie Mac is requiring all signato-
ries to sign one affidavit, the amended policy no
longer allows the affidavit to be an addendum to
the sales contract. NAR members are advised not
to sign a document implying they are parties to the
sales contract. [H

ALASKA ESCROW AND TITLE
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

KETCHIKAN

2030 SEA LEVEL DRIVE, STE 201
PO BOX 5040

KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901
(907) 225-9077 FAX: (907) 225-9076

JUNEAU
8800 GLACIER HWY, STE 102
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

‘ﬁ,. (907) 789-1161 FAX: (907) 789-1159




New Consumer Website - www.YourNewAlaskaHome.org

Submitted By Art Clark

IRA Gribin Grant Chair

Real Estate Brokers of Alaska
Anchorage

ell, we are almost there. We are in
the final process of finishing our new
First Time Home Buyers Website for

the Alaska Association of Realtors. We had a
great roll out of the preview version of the Site
at the State Convention. While there we had a
great deal of fabulous input from our member-
ship.

Due to that input we changed the name of
the site to not conflict with a member’s website.
The new name is www.YourNewAlaskaHome.
org. When we made the change we took steps
to ensure that most variations of this wording
are controlled by AAR. We continue to meet to
finalize the website and to continue to make it
more user friendly. We wish all the membership
to understand that this is going to be a dynamic
website and continue to grow and change as cir-
cumstances dictate.

The final steps are to finish establishing
the links to our various partner groups and to fi-
nalize navigation around the site for the ease of
the target audience. We have continued to re-
ceive input from members and some first time
home buyers that have tested the site on our be-
half.

I want to again thank all the stalwart
members of the committee that have been so in-
strumental with the grant process and in the plan-
ning, design and implementation of the website.

These members are Helen Jarratt, Russell Joyce,
Kathy Westerburg, Kevin Cross, Christine Timms,
Amy Krier, Casey Steinau, Kim Sexton, Sherrie
Simmons (since retired from Alaska Housing)
and of course our beloved Sandy Eherenman. We
couldn’t have done anything without the extraor-
dinary efforts of this great group of committed Re-
altors.

Our next steps will be finalizing every-
thing on the website and rolling it out at the first
of the year. We will be meeting shortly with vari-
ous media groups to purchase, and hopefully get
some, free media exposure. We will be looking to
advertise the site in print, radio and cable. Look

for our ads either in late December or after the first

of the year.

I think you all will be proud of this website
and we believe that we are coming in on time and
under budget. Please continue to let us know if we
have areas that we can improve. [H

CASH NOW
We pay CASH NOW for:

* Heal Estate Motes (deeds of trust or real esiate
contracts)

MNotes secured by mobile homes

Seller Financed MNotes from sale of business
Structured settlement annuities or lottery winnings
Inheritances tied up in probate

We also make loans for the purchase, sale, rehab or
refinance of all types of commercialincome properties
and land, including “Non-Bankable™ deals.

We also do professional appraisals of Real Estate Notes.

CASH NOW FINANCIAL CORPORATION
Phone (907) 279-8551 Fax (907) 274-7638

Website: www.cashdyou.net E-Mail: kgaindcash @msn.com

For Mortgage Investments: www.investinmortgages.net

December 2011
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Choose
experience
you can
rely on.

AlaskaUSA’
Title Agency

www.alaskausatitle.com
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Committed to serving
all of Alaska!

Anchorage

Alaska USA Financial Center
500 W 36th Avenue

Suite 410

Anchorage, AK 99503
646-6498

(877) 646-6498

Fairbanks

Alaska USA Financial Center
1292 Sadler Way

Fairbanks, AK 99701
328-5312

(877) 646-6498

Kenai

Alaska USA Financial Center
230 Bidarka Street

Kenai, AK 99611
395-4540

(877) 646-6498

Juneau

Alaska USA Financial Center
8390 Airport Boulevard
Suite 201

Juneau, AK 99801

(877) 646-6498

Wasilla

851 USA Circle
Suite 101
Wasilla, AK 99654
352-8535

(877) 646-6498




News Bites from Around the -~ &

Anchorage

The Annual Meeting was held in
October. 2012 Officers and Di-
rectors are as follows:

Kevin Cross, President

D’Ette Owen, President-Elect
Michael Droege, Past President
Debbie Mumma,
Secretary-Treasurer

Sally Carman-Goodrich, Director
Laura Dufour, Director

Erin Eker, Director

Eva Loken, Director

Edgar Lytle, Sr., Director
Laverne Pettigen, Director
Lew Ulmer, Director

ABR will offer 20 hours of CE
in December and 8 hours DCE in
January. In October, First Ameri-
can Title Insurance partnered
with ABR and the Association
to present 8 hours of continuing
education.

Kenai

It has been a busy year! We are
most proud of our AAR Highest
Participation Award for RPAC
for 2010, with 100% participa-
tion! Start your year out right and
make a plan to give to RPAC.
If you gave your FairShare last
year, try the $99 club this year;
set your sights and go for it! What
does RPAC do for your business?
Since 1969 RPAC has been pro-
moting the election of REAL-
TOR® friendly candidates across
the United States. During the last
federal election cycle, RPAC con-
tributed over $12 million to RE-

ALTOR® friendly candidates to
Congress. RPAC is not a charity.
RPAC is a business. RPAC is the
only political group in the coun-
try organized for REALTORS®,
run by REALTORS® and exists
solely to further issues important
to REALTORS®. RPAC contri-
butions are an investment. RPAC
is your only insurance against
poorly designed small business
and real estate legislation. If
you’re not giving your FairShare
to RPAC, you’re not doing all
you can to better your profession,
your business, and yourself.

The Kenai Peninsula Sport Rec
and Trade Show is beginning to
take shape for 2012. In May, we
got our feet wet and held a suc-
cessful show for 2011. We were
able to accomplish our goal for the
Membership to lower our dues!
This year we hope to continue
our low dues and donate money
to the community and bring low
cost classes to the Peninsula.

We are in the process of hiring a
new CEO as Kari has resigned.
We wish her the best of luck and
she will be missed. Hopefully, by
this printing we will have hired a
new CEO.

Wishing you a safe and happy
holiday from the Kenai! Do not
forget to visit us online at www.
kenaipeninsularealtors.org or find
us on Facebook.

Southeast

Submitted by Mimi Rothchlid
2011 President

The October Walk-A-Mile in Her
Shoes event was a roaring success.
We had 90 participants and a re-
cord number of men in heels. We
had good representation from our
SE members and it was wonderful
to see so many of us out support-
ing events in the community and
making a difference! Each step
was one taken against domestic
violence!

We have been holding lots of edu-
cational opportunities which have
been sponsored by First Bank and
First American Title. We are cer-
tainly very thankful that our affili-
ates are taking such a supportive
role in our continuing education.
More classes to come in the next
2 months to make sure everyone
can get what they need. Remem-
ber, we do still have the web based
attendance available, we just need
advance registration!

Our Nominating committee has
put together a great slate of offi-
cers so we are gearing up for our
election on December 2 and look-
ing forward to our Annual Event
on December 3! Once again, lots
of fun is planned with a great din-
ner and our annual RPAC/charity
auctions. Get your tickets!

(Newsbites, continue on page 18)
December2011 - Alaska REALTOR® 17



Risner Appointed to the Commission

tacy Risner, Director of Operations
Sfor Madden Real Estate in Fairbanks,
has been recently appointed as a com-
missioner for the Alaska Real Commission.
Stacy is replacing former commissioner

and Realtor® Gene Duval who recently re-
signed from the Commission.

Stacy been in real estate in Alaska
since 1997. She has worked as a licensed
assistant for several years before progress-
ing up to work as a Realtor®. She obtained
her associate broker’s license and served on
the multiple listing committee and the board
of directors of the Greater Fairbanks Board
of Realtors during this time. In September,
2003, she accepted the position as the Asso-
ciation Executive for the Greater Fairbanks
Board of Realtors. During this time, she
was very involved in all aspects of the or-
ganization, which included affiliations with
the Alaska Association of Realtors® and
the National Association of Realtors®. She
began serving on the Multiple Listing Is-
sues Committee of the National Association
of Realtors in 2008 and still serves on this
committee, which creates the policies and
rules governing the multiple listing servic-
es of the National Association of Realtors’
member organizations.

In December, 2009, she transitioned
to her current role as Director of Opera-
tions of Madden Real Estate in Fairbanks.
In addition to belng an associate broker, she

for Fairbanks Neighborhood Housing
Services.

As you can see, Stacy has a broad

1Y range of experience in the real estate in-

A ! dustry, from front desk reception to as-

somate broker to executive officer of the local board of

Realtors® and will be an asset to the Alaska Real Estate
Commission. [}

TRUST IN US...

The ONLY locally owned &
operated title company in
northern Alaska.

YUK®N

TITLE COMPANY

907.456.3474 Fax 907.456.3476

714 Gaffney Road, Fairbanks, AK 99701 | yukontitle.com

manages the day-
to-day operations
of the company,
human resources
and directly super-
vises the adminis-
trative staff. She
is also currently
President of the
board of directors

ZZYOUNG
Real Estate & Relocation Expert

You’ve known me as your Alaskan Realtor for over 13 years!

Call me to take advantage of these affordable prices in Arizona and
this unique opportunity to purchase a winter home
and/or an investment property.

DiIrRECT: 4 41. 1040
PECGY@PEGGEY%I‘Q

18 Alaska REALTOR® - December 2011



(President’s Message, continued from page 3)

support through RPAC to our legislators. We not
only had Committee members attend, but we had
other legislators there for the whole hearing! That
is unheard of! Congratulations for being heard!
So even if you only invest your fair share, $25, to
RPAC, we will be that much stronger and when
we, REALTORS, have an issue, we will be heard
and we DO make a difference.

NAR has a five point plan to help REAL-
TORS continue through these hard times. Go to
www.realtor.org for the details.

Do you do Short Sales? Have you closed
any by Freddie Mac since August? Did you sign
their addendum sent out by Freddie Mac just be-
fore closing? | had the opportunity to sit on the
National Risk Management Committee this year
And it was brought to our attention that any agent
that signed that addendum had just guaranteed
the servicers that if the seller or buyer commit-
ted fraud, then you, the agent, will be responsible

for the short sale amount! The NAR attorneys
are working on getting this changed. If you have
signed this form, please contact me.

I am so thankful NAR is there to be our
eyes and ears so that we can continue to help
families purchase and sell. But NAR needs our
help! When a Call to Action comes about, please
respond immediately! Talk to your clients about
the possible upcoming changes, sign them up at
www.HouselLogic.com. House Logic not only
gives homeowners great articles on remodeling,
decorating and home maintenance, it also informs
them of upcoming items in Congress regarding
issues that could affect their home values.

As my year comes to an end serving as
your President, it has been an honor and a hum-
bling experience. | want to say a special Thank
You to each member of the Board. What a great
team to work with. When you see any of these
members, please stop and thank them for their
service. May 2012 be your best year yet. [H

Did You Open Title When This Mighty Oak Was

Just A Sapling? STILL Waiting On A Prelim?

——title of alaska

Knowledgeable and Experienced Professionals

Wasilla: 3035 East Palmer-Wasilla Hwy #101 - 376-2220

Your Full Service Title and Escrow Team

Count on the professionals at
Stewart Title of Alaska
for timely & efficient service.

Two Convenient Locations To Serve You:
Anchorage: 2601 Denali Street - 274-2562
Eagle River: 11723 Old Glenn Hwy #208 - 694-2562

Brenda Staats
President
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Alaska Chapter Council of Residential Specialists

Council of Rasidential Spacialists

ALASKA CHAPTER

3340 Arctic Blvd. Suite 101 « Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Earn the CRS Designation
The Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) Designation is the professional Designation
offered by the Council of Residential Specialists. The CRS Designation is the highest
professional designation awarded to REALTORS® in the residential sales field. Fewer
than 5 percent of all REALTORS® hold this designation.

By Lisa Conner, CRS

Alaska CRS Chapter President
Keller Williams Realty
lisa@lisaconner.com

he time has come to pass the proverbial ba-

ton of leadership to the 2012 CRS Alaska

Chapter President Vivian Coleman, CRS.
For the past four years, | have served the board and
membership sincerely and passionately. It has been
an honor to walk among those who rank as “giants”
in our industry within both the local and national
real estate communities. The experience has trans-
formed me in many ways, but most importantly, it
has helped me recognize my ultimate purpose in
life, which is to inspire others to realize the power of
their own unique influence. In 2012 I am commit-
ted and dedicated to working “behind the scenes”
as Immediate Past President while respectfully il-
luminating our new and inspired leadership. 1 will
serve as mentor (a.k.a. Chief Inspirational Officer)
with renewed enthusiasm and support for my CRS
family, including the Board of Directors, member-
ship, sponsors, broker partners, and affiliates.

On behalf of the CRS Alaska Chapter I wish
to extend my sincerest appreciation to our 2011
sponsors for their continued financial and profes-
sional support. CRS Alaska is a non-profit organi-
zation and funded solely by membership dues and
sponsorships. Our sponsors make each event pos-
sible, so please take a moment to express your grat-
itude to the following businesses: First American
Title, Corporate Sponsor; Quality Home Inspec-
tions, Luncheon Sponsor; Broker Partners Pruden-
tial Jack White/Vista Real Estate, RE/MAX Prop-
erties, and Keller Williams Realty Alaska Group;
Course Sponsors Prudential Jack White/Vista Real
Estate, Homestate Mortgage, and Alyeska Title. A
heartfelt thanks to all of you for making CRS a suc-
Cess.
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We are very excited to make an early an-
nouncement that the following businesses have
already committed to supporting us in 2012: First
American Title and Alaska USA Mortgage as Cor-
porate Sponsors and Quality Home Inspections as a
Luncheon Sponsor. We have several opportunities
for your business or favorite affiliate to join CRS
in bringing quality education and speakers to our
membership by sponsoring events. Let’s thank our
sponsors in the traditional CRS way by sending
them business and referrals!!!

We are honored to announce that Cecelia
Nims, CRS of Prudential Jack White/Vista Real Es-
tate in Anchorage, has received the 2012 CRS of
the Year Award for Alaska. Cecelia has served the
Alaska CRS Chapter enthusiastically for several
years and continues as the Education Chair for the
Board of Directors. She is responsible for sched-
uling, negotiating, and arranging all of the profes-
sional CRS courses provided in Alaska. Cecelia
has done a tremendous job attracting and securing
high caliber instructor talent to our state and we
are so proud of her accomplishments. Congratula-
tions, Cecelia, and thank you for your dedication to
CRS!

In 2011 thirteen REALTORS earned their
CRS designation and took their business to the next
level: Peggy Pepper French, CRS; Marci Bouchard,
CRS; Darlene Williamson, CRS; Melissa Bidwell,
CRS; Stacie Krause, CRS; Janis Tolbert, CRS; Mi-
chael McLane, CRS; Whitney Boese, CRS; Wesley
Madden, CRS; Michelle Nelson, CRS; Charlene
Moss, CRS; Philip Alderfer, CRS; and Karen Mc-
Master-Skogstad, CRS. Congratulations!

Thank you all for enriching my CRS jour-
ney. | strongly encourage each of you to explore
your passion for knowledge and leadership, with a
sense of inspired curiosity, by joining the CRS Alas-
ka Chapter today (http://alaskacrs.com). | promise
you will receive more gifts, in a wider variety of
packages, than you can imagine. E



Highlights from Anaheim

ver 40 REALTORS from Alaska attended
Othis year’s NAR REALTOR conference

and Expo in Anaheim, CA. *“Seize the
Day” was NAR President Ron Phipps theme for
the conference. With the last few years of challeng-
es in the real estate industry, the conference was a
great opportunity for the 20,000 in attendance to
refocus on their professions. There were over 100
education courses available and nearly 400 exhibi-
tors shared new products, services and ideas at the
trade show.

Alaska Association of REALTORS® receives the RPAC Triple
Crown Award. L-R; Michael Droege, Kevin Sears, NAR RPAC
Trustees Chairman; Janice Strong, Sandy Eherenman and
Don McKenzie.

Alaska for the second year in a row won the RPAC
Triple Crown Award. Only 4 states were recipi-
ents of the award this year. It is given to the states
that have reached their fair share goals, their ma-
jor investor goals and reached their participation
goals. Thank you to everyone who gave to RPAC
this year.

PeggyAnn McConnochie, from Juneau,
Alaska, has received the National Association of
Realtors® 2011 Distinguished Service Award. Out
of 1.1 million Realtors®, no more than two are rec-
ognized with this award each year. The recipients
were announced in Anaheim, Calif. during NAR’s
annual REALTORS® Conference & Expo.

NAR established the DSA in 1979 to honor
Realtors® who have made outstanding contribu-
tions to the real estate industry and are recognized

as leaders in their local communities. The award
is considered the highest honor an NAR mem-
ber can receive. Recipients must be active at the
local, state and national association levels, but
must not have served as NAR president. NAR
President Ron Phipps presented the award to
McConnochie.

Michael Eisner, former Disney Chairman
and CEO was the keynote speaker at the general
session. He shared his insights on what it takes to
run a company that must grow and innovate. It
was a perfect fit for the “sieze the day” theme. E
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PeggyAnn McConnochie is recognized as a DSA at the
NAR Board of Directors Meeting. L-r; Gary Thomas,
Moe Veissi, PeggyAnn McConnochie and Ron Phipps.
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There's More, Much More
With Homes & Land.
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Win a free

\ } IPad
g°

Scan this
QR Code
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QR Codes are cropping up evenywhere and we want you to give them a try. Short fior

"Cluick Response,” OR Codes are two dmensional barcodes that take you to specific

websites when scanned by your smartphone. This QR Code takes you to an entry form

to win a free iPad - now through January 31, 2012, Real estate agents and consumers

are encouraged to enter,

Never used a QR Code before? It's easy
1. Download a QR Code reader from your app store

2. Scan the code shown
3. Enter the drawing for a free iPad!

Leam more about using this exciting new technology
at HomesAndLand.com/Benefits.
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Relax.

You have one less thing

to worry about.

When you trust First American Title with all of your real
estate deals you can breathe a sigh of relief. You'll have 38
years of experience in Alaska on your side. Our hard work
and attention to detail makes your hard work a lot easier.

First American Title

Anchorage 561-1844 Eagle River 694-1456 Homer 235-5201 Juneau 789-5252 Kenai 283-7503 Kodiak 486-8338 Seward 224-5272 Sitka 747-7166 Soldotna 262-5708 Wasilla 376-5248




